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man of straw to overthrow instead of dealing with facts as they are. 
Actually the gulf between modern historical production and what 
Professor Robinson wishes is not so great as he represents it. If he had 
been content simply to express the modern point of view instead of 
presenting it as new and in violent contrast with the work of his con- 
temporaries, his major views could scarcely have failed of very general 
acceptance. In other words, his views are on the whole more sound than 
new, though the majority of his own profession would probably claim 
that some of those that are new are not altogether sound. No one, 
however, would deny that his historical essays on the "Fall of Rome" 
and the "Principles of 1789" exhibit a thorough mastery of the most 
advanced historical method, and are contributions to an understanding 
of their respective fields. 

Carl Russell Fish 
University of Wisconsin 



Assistance publique et charitt privee. Par Maurice Beaufreton. 
With a foreword by Ferdinand Dreyfus. In "Encyclopedic 
Internationale d'assistance, prevoyance, hygiene sociale et 
demographic" Paris: Giard & Bri&re, 1911. Pp. xii+394. 
Fr. 4. 

The problem of the relations of public relief and private charity is 
the theme of M. Beaufreton's volume. The first chapter deals with the 
present crisis of private charity in France and the running fire of criticism 
to which it has been subjected. He concludes that the crisis is one of 
transformation, charity is becoming an art and a science. The next two 
chapters deal with the r61e of public relief and private beneficence. The 
problem of the relations between public relief and private beneficence 
is then discussed at length. Although in practice each form of aid has 
its own proper domain, the question of reciprocal co-operation is 
important because individuals seeking relief go from one to the other. 
The question of the pre-eminence of official relief over private charity 
is disputed. Without doubt society has the obligation of helping the 
indigent but it does not necessarily follow that the social power ought 
to execute this social obligation. If the need is relieved by private 
initiative, for example, the social obligation is discharged and the state 
has not interfered directly. So that far from substituting official aid 
entirely in the place of private aid, public relief should interfere when 
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private charity proves itself insufficient to cope with the situation. The 
intervention of public power has always been indispensable to success. 
It is a question of making history explain the change; it is not a question 
of principle. This discussion of principles is followed by a study of the 
conditions of the relations of the two forms of relief , and the control of 
official and private aid. The study of these conditions is elucidated by 
tabulations. M. Beaufreton has performed the service of giving us a 
clear exposition of the fundamental problems concerned in the relations 

of these two forms of relief . 

F. Stuart Chapin 
Smith College 
Northampton, Mass. 



Psicologia Sociale. Di Gxtaltiero Sarfatti. Torino: S. Lattes 
&C, 1911. Pp.87. L. 1.50. 

This small volume is devoted primarily to defining the scope and 
limits of social psychology. The author makes careful distinctions 
between the social mind and the collective mind, and between social 
psychology and collective psychology. He regards collective psychology 
as the science which deals with the phenomena of crowds, individuals 
temporarily united in space. Social psychology, he maintains, should 
concern itself with the psychic phenomena of historical social groups. 
Differentiation of collective psychology from social psychology has been 
properly insisted upon by other Italian writers, as, for instance, Groppale 
and Vadala-Papale, but is not evident in the writings of Le Bon and 
Sighele. 

After distinguishing social psychology from collective psychology and 

specifying its particular field, the book treats briefly of the formation, the 

evolution, and the manifestations of the social mind. It does well all 

that it attempts to do. 

I. W. Howerth 
Valparaiso, Ind. 



Causes and Effects in American History. The Story of the Origin 
and Development of the Nation. By Edwin W. Morse. New 
York: Scribner, 1912. Pp. xxvi+302. $1.25 net. 

The professed purpose of this brief volume, as indicated in its title, is 
very commendable and it is to be hoped that someone will yet write of 



